ST. JOSEPH THE BETROTHED
Melkite Greek- Catholic Church

130 St. Francis Cabrini Avenue X Scranton, PA 18504
melkite.scranton@gmail.com www.melkitescranton.org
Contact office: 570.343.6092 † stjosephscranton@gmail.com
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Clergy:
Rev. Christopher Manuele, Presbyter
Divine Services:
Wednesday :
Compline
…………….. 7:30 P.M
Saturday:
Great Vespers: ……..... 3:15 P.M
Sunday:
Orthros ……..…..…… 9:00 A.M.
Divine Liturgy: ……. 10:00 A.M.
Holy Days:
Eve: Great Vespers: …. 7:00 P.M.
Day: Divine Liturgy … 5:30 P.M
Holy Mystery of Confession:
Before Vespers at 3:00 P.M.; following any service; or by appointment.
Holy Anointing of the Sick:
Following services /call the Rectory.
Holy Mystery of Crowning:
Call rectory at earliest convenience.
Parish Advisory Council:
Meetings as scheduled.

SUNDAY BEFORE
THEOPHANY
OF OUR LORD

03 JANUARY 2021 ♦TONE 07 EOTHINON 10 † SUNDAY BEFORE THE THEOPHANY / HOLY PROPHET MALACY
GREAT DOXOLOGY:
ANTIPHONS:
FIRST:
SECOND:
THIRD:
ENTRANCE HYMN:
APOLYTIKIA:

The monks Joseph the Studite, Theophanes and Byzantios
composed much liturgical music for this Feast, which is
sung at Orthodox services even today. Saint John of Damascus said that the Lord was baptized, not because He Himself had need for cleansing, but “to bury human sin by water,” to fulfill the Law, to reveal the mystery of the Holy
Trinity, and finally, to sanctify “the nature of water” and to
offer us the form and example of Baptism.
On the Feast of the Baptism of Christ, the Holy Church proclaims our faith in the most sublime mystery, incomprehensible to human intellect, of one God in three Persons. It
teaches us to confess and glorify the Holy Trinity, one in
Essence and Undivided. It exposes and overthrows the errors of ancient teachings which attempted to explain the
Creator of the world by reason, and in human terms.

KONDAKION:
TRISAGION:
PROKIMENON:

-

EPISTLE:

ALLELUIA:

†
GOSPEL

brose of Milan, John of Damascus, commented on the Feast
of Theophany.

-

The Church shows the necessity of Baptism for believers in
Christ, and it inspires us with a sense of deep gratitude for
the illumination and purification of our sinful nature. The
Church teaches that our salvation and cleansing from sin is
possible only by the power of the grace of the Holy Spirit,
therefore it is necessary to preserve worthily these gifts of
the grace of holy Baptism, keeping clean this priceless
garb, for “As many as have been baptized into Christ, have
put on Christ” (Gal 3:27).
On the day of Theophany, all foods are permitted, even if
the Feast falls on a Wednesday or Friday.

HIRMOS:
COMUNION HYMN:

Feast of the Theophany
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Theophany is the Feast which reveals the Most Holy Trinity
to the world through the Baptism of the Lord (Mt.3:13-17;
Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22). God the Father spoke from
Heaven about the Son, the Son was baptized by Saint John
the Forerunner, and the Holy Spirit descended upon the
Son in the form of a dove. From ancient times this Feast
was called the Day of Illumination and the Feast of Lights,
since God is Light and has appeared to illumine “those who
sat in darkness,” and “in the region of the shadow of
death” (Mt.4:16), and to save the fallen race of mankind by
grace.

EVENTS IN January

-

In the ancient Church it was the custom to baptize catechumens at the Vespers of Theophany, so that Baptism also is
revealed as the spiritual illumination of mankind.
The origin of the Feast of Theophany goes back to Apostolic times, and it is mentioned in The Apostolic Constitutions
(Book V:13). From the second century we have the testimony of Saint Clement of Alexandria concerning the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord, and the night vigil before
this Feast.
There is a third century dialogue about the services for
Theophany between the holy martyr Hippolytus and Saint
Gregory the Wonderworker. In the following centuries, from
the fourth to ninth century, all the great Fathers of the
Church: Gregory the Theologian, John Chrysostom, Am-

DIVINE LITURGY INTENTIONS

02 January XMary Anne
03 January XMary Anne
03 January XAnn Clark
10 January XChristmas flower Intentions
24 January XGenevieve Zaydon
from her family

O St. Joseph, chaste spouse of the Lady
Theotokos, head of the Holy Family,
we again place ourselves under your
patronage. † Through your powerful
intercession, bestow up on us every
good thing both spiritual and temporal. † Protect this your parish from
all spiritual harm and renew in us the
spirit of repentance and a fervent desire for the kingdom of heaven. †
Make this vineyard flourish with new
souls and by an increase of faith, hope
and love; may forgiveness, peace and
joy reign within our holy fellowship. †
In all we do, may the Name of God,
the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit be
glorified, now and ever and unto the
ages of ages. † Amen.
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